— BURNLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 

health  ; — 

fiAJ5»ttftl*$teport  of  Dr.  H.  J.  ROBINSON 

38  (Medical  Officer  of  Health) 

For~tHe  Year  ended  31st  December,  1941 


Also  the  Report  of  Mr.  FRANK  HEWITT, 
Surveyor  to  the 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you 
health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the 
the  31st  December,  1$41. 


As  I resigned  in  March,  1942,  this  will  be  my  last  report. 

For  36  years  I was  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  includ- 
ing years  before  that  when  I was  Medical  Officer  of  what  is  now 
called  Primrose  Bank  Institution  I have  been  nearly  50  years 
connected  with  the  old  Board  of  Guardians  and  the  Rural  Disrrict 
Council. 


One  of  the  commonest  features  of  mature  and  increasing 
years  is  to  dwell  upon  the  men,  measures  and  experiences  of  the 
past. 

I remember,  of  course,  the  help  and  co-operation  of  the  present 
and  recent  members  of  the  Council  and  Staff,  for  which  I am  grate- 
ful. But  of  the  40  and  more  earlier  years  I cannot  write  as  I 
would  of  the  men  with  whom  I was  associated.  Mr.  J.  S.  Horn 
it  was  always  a pleasure  to  meet,  and  when  discussing  matters— 
whether  we  fully  agreed  or  not  made  no  difference — the  meetings 
were  always  most  happy. 

The  members  of  those  earlier  Councils  were  characterised  by 
nobidty  of  interest  and  devotion  to  their  work,  pleasant  to  meet 
and  to  work  with,  and  I am  richer  in  my  memories  of  those  days. 

Nearly  all  of  those  men  have  passed  on,  but  to-day  we  are 
reaping  the  results  of  their  labours.  Of  course  they  left  plenty  of 
work  for  their  successors  just  as  you  will  leave  work  to  your’s  when 
the  time  comes. 


One  matter  I must  mention,  upon  my  retirement  was  an 
unexpected  and  pleasant  surprise  when  the  Staff  presented  me 
with  a beautiful  standard  lamp,  most  useful  and  appropriate — 
A Lamp  whose  Light  will  shed  a radiance  over  the  long  years  of 
the  Past — Passed  but  not  lost. 

With  Mr.  Johnson,  as  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  I had 
necessarily  the  closest  associations,  and  I always  found  him  a 
most  pleasant  and  efficient  colleague. 
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I am  of  course  among  those  who  are  called  old — but  men  never 
grow  old  so  long  as  they  are  young  in  their  hopes  and  enthusiasms. 
I am  thankful  I still  keep  and  feel  young. 

I have  only  to  add  that  I shall  follow  with  interest  the  results 
of  your  deliberations  and  discussions,  in  which  there  will 
necessarily  be  differences  in  views  and  opinions.  But  notwith- 
standing those  differences  I hope  there  will  always  be  realised  by 
you  and  your  staff — loyalty,  cheerful  and  abiding  harmony. 

REPORT. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  report  has  again  been  curtailed, 
in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Ministry  of  .Health. 
Many  of  the  usual  statistics  have  been  omitted  but  are  being  kept 
for  reference  after  the  war. 

Apart  from  the  prevalence  of  Measles  and  a larger  number  of 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  the  general  health  of  the  District  was  very 
good  and  there  were  no  other  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which 
were  specially  noteworthy. 

The  vital  statistics  reveal  that  both  the  Birth  Rate  and  the 
Death  Rate  were  slightly  higher  than  the  average  rates  for  the 
last  5 years,  but  do  not  call  for  any  special  comment. 

There  were  16  more  deaths  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  in 
no  one  “ cause  of  death  ” was  there  any  large  increase.  The 
comparitive  figures  for  the  chief  causes  of  death  for  the  years  1941 
and  1940  are — Heart  Disease  59 — 62  ’ Cancer  26 — 28  ; Intra- 
cranial vascular  lesions  26 — 24  ; Bronchitis  16 — 24  ; Pneumonia 
6 — 6 ; Pulmonary  tuberculosis  8 — 9 ; Non-pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis 4 — 0. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  was  26  more 
than  in  1940  and  was  due  to  the  larger  number  of  scarlet  fever 
cases. 

A noteworthy  feature  of  the  year’s, work  was  the  special 
“ drive  ” made  in  connection  with  immunisation.  Sessions  for 
treatment  were  held  at  day  schools  throughout  the  district  and 
approximately  900  children  were  immunised.  The  wide  publicity 
given  to  immunisation  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  seemed  to  have 
aroused  the  public  conscience  to  the  value  of  this  treatment  and 
certainly  paved  the  way  for  our  local  effort. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  District  received  careful  and  un- 
remitting attention,  and  a perusal  of  the  report  will  show  that  not- 
withstanding the  extra  work  imposed  on  the  Department  by  Civil 
Defence  duties  much  good  work  was  done  in  connection  with  the 
abatement  of  nuisances,  repairs  to  houses  and  improvements  to 
farms. 


% 
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Burnley  Rural  District  Council 

YEAR  1941. 


Chairman  : Councillor  F.  Leaver,  j.p.  (died  12th  Nov.  1941) 
Councillor  D.  Creears,  (from  Nov.  1941). 

Vice-Chairman  : Councillor  D.  Creears. 


COUNCILLORS  : 


Altham  - - - 
Barley : - - - 

Blacko  - - - 

Briercliffe  - - 


Cliviger  - - - 

Dunnockshaw  - 

Foul  ridge  - - 

Goldshaw  Booth 

Habergham 

Eaves 

Hapton  - - - 
High  am  - - - 
Ightenhill  - - 

Old  Laund  - - 
Booth 


Herbert  Jessop,  Pasture  Gate,  Altham. 

William  James  Martin,  Hoarstones  Cote,  Fence. 

Wilson  Wallbank,  Gisburn  Road,  Blacko, 
(died  March  1942). 

Fred  I.eaver,  7,  Queen  Street,  Briercliffe. 

James  E.  Leaver,  Rose  Cottage,  Cockden, 
Briercliffe,  (from  Dec.  1941). 

William  Alderson,  c.c.,  Brookside,  Cliviger. 

John  E.  Riley,  4,  Prospect  Terrace,  Dunnock- 
shaw. 

W.  I.  Berry,  “ Burnside,”  Foulridge. 

Reuben  Burton,  Burton  Lodge,  Brierfield. 

C.  Longbottom,  Small  Hazels  Farm, 
Habergham  Eaves. 

Tom  Clark,  115,  Manchester  Road,  Hapton. 

James  Stuttard,  j.p.,  Whitehill,  Read. 

Frederick  Crossley,  j.p.,  Stockbridge  House, 
Padiham. 

Hezekiah  Proctor,  j.p.,  ” Holly  Mount,” 
Fence,  (Resigned,  March  1941). 

Francis  Holgate,  ” Lyndene  ” Fence,  (from 
April  1941) 

David  Creears,  “ Castlebank,”  Straits  Lane, 
Read. 


Read 


4 


COUNCILLORS. — Continued. 


Reedley  Hallows 
Roughlee  Booth 

Sabden  - - - 


Simonstone  and 
Northtown 


Richard  Tootell,  22,  Reedley  Grove,  Reedley. 

Joseph  B.  Hodgkins,  c.c.,  “ Sherwood,” 
Fence. 

Thomas  Hargreaves,  15,  Whalley  Road,  Sabden. 
(died  July  1941). 

F.  Birtwell,  97,  Whalley  Road,  Sabden,  (from 
Sept.  1941). 

Frank  F.  Hitchen,  “ Beaconsholme,”  Simon- 
stone. 


Worsthorne-with-  Alfred  Henry  Pickles,  J.P.,  “ Bryn  Hey,” 
Hurstwood  Worsthorne. 


OFFICIALS  : — 

Clerk — H.  E.  Purton. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health— H.  J.  Robinson, 

B.A.,M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Engineer  and  Surveyor — F.  Hewitt,  f.s.i. 

Sanitary  Inspectors — A.  Johnson  (Chief). 

S.  Grimshaw. 


Council  Offices — ” Oakleigh,”  Reedley,  near  Burnley. 


(A)  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

II. 


The  chief  occupations  of  the  people  are  cotton  weaving, 
coal  mining,  and  dairy  farming. 

There  was  very  little  unemployment  in  the  District  during 
the  year,  and  social  conditions  generally  were  fairly  satisfactory. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Live  Births— 

-Legitimate  ...  177 

96 

...  81 

Illegitimate  ...  13 

6 

...  7 

Still  Births 

...  ...  ...  i 5 ... 

4 

...  1 

(Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ... 

25-6) 

DEATHS 

Male.  . . 

125  Female.  ...  123 

Total. 

...  248 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


Deaths. 

Death  rare  per  1000  tola 
(live  and  still)  births 

From  puerperal  sepsis  .... 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Other  maternal  causes  .... 

— 

— 

Total  

Nil. 

Nil, 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 


Total.  Male. 

Legitimate  ....  8 4 

Illegitimate  ....  — — 


Female. 
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Death-rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ....  41 

do.  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
» legitimate  live  births  ....  44 

do.  illegitimate  infants  to  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  ....  Nil. 

DEATHS  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  26 

„ Measles  (all  ages)  ...  Nil. 

„ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil. 

„ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  Nil. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Male. 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers....  ....  — 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever  — 

3.  Scarlet  fever  — 

4.  Whooping  cough  — 

5.  Diphtheria — 


6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ....  3 

7.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  3 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases 3 

9.  Influenza  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

10.  Measles  — 


11.  Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 


12.  Acute  infectious  encephalitis  ....  ....  — 

13.  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 

(males);  also  cancer  of  uterus  (F) 1 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ....  5 

15.  Cancer  of  breast  ....  — 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  10 

17.  Diabetes  — 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  15 

19.  Heart  Disease  31 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  ....  5 

21.  Bronchitis  8 

22.  Pneumonia 1 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases....  ....  ....  — 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  1 

25.  Diarrhoea,  under  2 years  of  age — 

26.  Appendicitis  — 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases  2 

28.  Nephritis  2 

29.  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis  ....  — 

30.  Other  maternal  causes  \ ....  — 

31.  Premature  birth  ....  3 

32.  Congenital  malformations,  birth  injury, 

infantile  disease  ' 1 

33.  Suicide  2 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents  ....  ....  ....  3 

35.  Other  violent  causes  5 

36.  All  other  causes  19 


Female. 

1 


5 

1 

3 


2 

3 
1 

4 
1 

11 

28 

6 

8 

5 


1 

4 

5 


1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

27 


125  123 


The  total  number  of  deaths  was  16  more  than  in  the  previous 
year.  The  average  for  the  last  10  years  was  232. 
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There  was  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  in  any  of  the 
causes  of  death.  Deaths  from  Bronchitis  were  8 fewer  than  in 
1940,  but  the  number  was  still  slightly  above  the  average. 

(B)  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA. 

No  changes  or  developments  from  those  given  in  my  report 
for  the  year  1938. 

(C)— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

No  important  changes  or  developments  during  the  year. 

The  supplies  are  constant  and  there  was  no  real  shortage  in 
any  part  of  the  district. 

Four  samples  from  private  supplies  were  taken  for  bacter- 
iological examination  and  one  for  chemical  analysis.  Two  of 
these  supplies  were  unsatisfactory  and  were  subsequently  dis- 
continued. At  Cliviger  the  Council’s  water  main  was  extended 
a distance  of  205  yards  and  25  houses  were  connected  thereto, 
in  place  of  one  of  the  above  supplies. 

Details  of  the  supplies  to  all  parts  of  the  district,  and  the 
number  of  houses  with  a piped  supply  of  water,  have  been  given 
in  previous  reports. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  special  action  has  been  taken  to  check  the  pollution  of 
rivers  and  streams  in  the  area.  The  chief  source  of  pollution 
is  from  villages  not  yet  sewered. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  were  no  important  extensions  of  sewerage  nor  was  any 
special  work  carried  out  in  connection  with  sewage  disposal. 

Several  sewerage  schemes  are  needed  for  various  parts  of  the 
district,  but  these  will,  of  necessity,  have  to  be  postponed  until 
after  the  war. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  following  statement  shews  the  number  of  closet  con- 
versions carried  out  during  the  year  and  the  previous  5 years  : — 

1941  1936—1940 


Waste  water  closets  to  fresh  water  closets  16  15 

Privies  to  fresh  water  closets  ....  ...  — 6 

Pail  closets  to  fresh  water  closets  ....  — 32 

Privies  to  pail  closets  ....  5 5 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

There  was  no  extension  or  improvement  during  the  year  in 
the  arrangements  for  public  cleansing. 

The  importance  of  Salvage  Collection  has  been  fully  realised 
and  a considerable  amount  of  time  and  attention  has  been  given 
to  this  work. 

The  amount  of  waste  material  collected  and  sold  during  the 
year  was  : — 

Waste  Paper 143  tons. 

Metal  (Ferrous  and  Non-ferrous)  14  tons. 

Bottles,  Jars  and  Broken  Glass  £30  worth. 

Small  tins  for  baling  ....  26  tons. 

Bones ....  2 ton.  16cwts. 

The  Sale  of  this  material  realised  £717. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  several  townships  in  the  District  have  been  regularly 
inspected. 

Eighty  complaints  of  nuisances  were  received.  These  were 


immediately  investigated  and  dealt  with. 

Number  of  visits  to  premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  900 

Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  found  298 

Number  of  notices  issued — (a)  Preliminary 127 

(b)  Statutory  2 

Matters  Dealt  With  : — 

Defective  dustbins  renewed  134 

Defective  sanitary  pails  renewed 54 

Blocked  drains  opened  26 

Blocked  waste-water  closets  opened  ....  ....  ....  13 

Drains  repaired  7 

Septic  tanks  cleansed  and  repaired  3 

Defective  closet  tippers  repaired  ....  ....  ....  10 

Insanitary  piggery 1 

Defective  closet  buildings 16 

Overflowing  liquid  manure  tanks....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Insanitary  back  yards  1 

Burst  water  pipes  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Dafective  rainwater  pipes 2 

Insanitary  privies  abolished:  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Insanitary  waste  water  closets  abolished 16 


Total  nuisances  abated 


298 
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SHOPS.  1 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  relating  to  temperature  and  ventilation 
of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences,  nor  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

(a)  Number  of  sites  in  the  District  which  were  used 

for  camping  purposes  during  1940....  One 

(b)  Number  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  which 
licences  have  been  issued  by  the  local  authority 
under  section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  None 

(c)  Estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident 

in  the  district  at  one  time  during  the  summer  season  60 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  special  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  smoke  abatement. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

No  changes  or  developments  during  the  year. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Sanitary  Conditions  : — Several  inspections  were  made  of  the 
sanitary  conditions  which,  generally,  were  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. 

TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  ETC. 

No  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc. 
in  the  district.  We  have  no  byelaws  dealing  with  these  or  with 
similar  structures. 

SCHOOLS. 

No  change  from  conditions  reported  in  previous  reports. 

No  school  clpsure  on  account  of  infectious  disease  took  place. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

No  case  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

(D)  HOUSING. 

The  housing  conditions,  generally,  are  fairly  satisfactory 
and  have  not  been  affected  to  any  appreciable  extent  by  the 
changed  conditions  of  war-time. 
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(a)  Statistics/ 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  Year  : — None, 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. . . — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation 45 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of  formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  or  their  officers  39 

3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  yejf  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs. . . ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

The  repairs  effected  to  houses  during  the  year  were  of  a 
general  character  and  included  such  items  as  : — kitchen  fire 
ranges  repaired,  repairs  to  roofs  and  walls  to  remedy  dampness; 
defective  plaster  repaired  ; handrails  provided  in  staircases; 
windows  repaired  ; new  sinks  provided  ; eaves-gutters  and  down- 
spouts repaired,  etc.,  etc. 

Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  repairs 
done,  on  account  of  a shortage  of  labour  and  a difficulty  in 
getting  the  necessary  materials. 
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(E)  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Particulars  as  to  the  number  of  dairy  farms  in  the  district 
have  been  given  in  previous  reports. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  during  1940  was  336 
Notices  issued  re  defects  and  dirty  condition  ....  55 

Improvements  effected  : — 

Clough  Farm,  ....  1.  New  roofs  provided  on  w.c.,  farm 


Barley. 

midden  and  store. 

Lea  Green  Farm, 
Briercliffe 

1.  Cowshed  floor  relaid  in  concrete. 

2.  New  boskins  provided. 

Hollin  Grove  Farm, 
Briercliffe  .... 

1.  New  dairy  provided. 

2.  Cowshed  walls  cement-rendered. 

Barcroft  Farm, 

Cliviger 

1.  Dairy  floor  repaired. 

* 

Cronshaw  Brook  Farm, 
Foulridge 

« 

1.  New  dairy  provided. 

2.  New  water  tank  and  filter 

provided. 

Noyna  Bottom  Farm, 
Foulridge 

1.  New  dairy  provided. 

Green  Top  Farm, 

Goldshaw  Booth 

1.  Drains  inlets  removed  from  inside 
cowshed. 

Watson  Laithe  Fann, 
Hapton 

1.  Cowshed  floor  concreted. 

2.  Additional  windows  provided. 

3.  New  boskins  fixed. 

4.  Cowshed  walls  cement-rendered. 

5.  New  dairy  built. 

Copthurst  Farm, 

High  am 

1.  Floors  of  two  cowsheds  laid  in 

concrete. 

2.  Walls  cement-rendered. 

Spencer  Farm, 

Read 

1.  Shippon  floor  concreted. 

2.  New  dairy  provided. 

Lower  Read  Wood  Farm 
Read 


1.  Shippons  remodelled. 

2.  New  dairy  provided, 


I 
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Monkhey  Farm,  1.  Stalls  raised  in  two  shippons. 

Reedley 

Hollins  Farm,  1.  New  dairy  provided. 

Roughlee 


Nabs  Farm,  1.  New  dairy  provided. 

Roughlee  2.  Covered  midden  provided. 

( b )  Meat  and  Other  Food. 

Under  the  Government’s  war-time  scheme  of  meat  control 
the  private  slaughterhouses  in  our  district  have  not  been  used 
since  the  beginning  of  the  year  ; all  slaughtering  for  this  area 
is  at  present  being  done  at  the  abattoir  in  Burnley. 

The  butchers’  shops  have,  however,  been  inspected  and  were 
found  clean  and  well-maintained.  No  meat  was  condemned 
during  the  yaer. 

(c)  Adulteration,  Etc. 

The  County  Council  are  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  under 
the  Focd  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  deal  with  adulteration  of 
food,  etc. 


(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Food. 

Examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Burnley  Municipal 
Labatory.  No  focd  was  sent  for  examination  during  the  year. 

(e)  Nutrition. 

No  special  action  was  taken. 


(/)  Shell-Fish  (Molluscan). 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  in  the  District. 

(F)  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

General. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  was 
considerably  higher  than  for  many  years,  due  principally  to  the 
increased  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  In  other  diseases  the 
number  of  cases  notified  was  about  the  average  for  the  previous  6 
years.  ( 

The  cases  were  fairly  well  distributed  over  the  whole  of  the 
district  and  in  no  particular  parish  were  there  any  signs  of  an 
epidemic. 


I 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

17 

28 

19 

27 

15 

47 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  fever  (including 

12 

15 

10 

11 

6 

11 

paratyphoid)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Measles  

( not  notifiable 

) 

147 

146 

Whooping  cough 

( 

do. 

) 

44 

37 

Acute  pneumonia 

9 

24 

7 

17 

22 

16 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

3 

2 

3 

3 

1 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Dysentery  

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

4 

2 

2 

6 

8 

6 

Ophthalmia  Necn 

1 

1 

6 

2 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  number  of  cases  reported  was  the  highest 
for  several  years,  but  there  was  no  epidemic. 

The  cases  were  fairly  well  distributed  over  the  whole  district, 
notifications  being  received  from  13  different  parishes.  Wors- 
thorne  was  the  highest,  with  10. 

Twenty-five  of  the  47  cases  were  removed  to  the  Infectious 
Disease  Hospital. 

There  were  no  deaths. 

Diphtheria  Eleven  cases  were  reported  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  an  average  of  10.8  foi  the  previous  5 years.  All 
were  removed  to  the  Hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Anti-toxin  is  supplied  free  to  Medical  Practitioners,  but  in 
the  majority  of  cases  anti-toxin  is  not  administered  before 
admission  of  the  patient  to  hospital. 

% 

Pneumonia  : — Sixteen  cases  were  notified,  which  is  6 less  than 
in  1940  and  about  the  average  for  the  previous  5 years.  There 
were  6 deaths. 

Measles  : — This  disease  was  again  very  prevalent  during 
the  year.  Of  the  146  cases  notified,  105  occured  during  the 
first  three  months  of  the  year.  Eighty-nine  of  the  cases  were 
between  5 and  10  years  of  age.  One  case  only  was  removed  to 
hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 
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Other  infectious  Diseases  : — Three  cases  of  Enteric  Fever 
(including  paratyphoid)  were  reported,  the  first  for  many  years; 
also  four  cases  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever. 

The  source  of  infection  in  both  of  these  two  diseases  could  not 
be  traced.  Two  of  the  para-typhoid  cases  were  from  one  house, 
but  the  other  cases  in  both  diseases  were  from  widely  separated 
districts. 

There  was  one  death  from  para-typhoid  fever. 

Disinfection  : — Seventy-seven  houses  were  disinfected  during 
the  year.  Fumigation  or  spraying  with  formalin  is  the  usual 
method  employed.  Where  necessary,  bedding,  etc.  is  removed 
for  steam  disinfection  at  the  Burnley  Corporation  Cleansing 
Station. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations. 

Specimens  sent  to  the  Public  Laboratory,  Burnley,  from  our 
district  during  the  year  were  : — 


Diphtheria 

Total 

34 

Negative 

26 

Positive 

8 

Sputum  (T.B.) 

17 

T5 

2 

Fseces 

5 

5 

— 

Blood 

1 

1 



Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Due,  principally,  to  the  publicity  given  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  Press  announcements  and  Broadcast  Talks  on  the 
benefits  of  immunisation  treatment,  a gratifying  number  of 
applications  for  treatment  were  received.  Posters  were  also 
exhibited  throughout  the  District  by  your  Health  Department 
and  leaflets  were  distributed  to  school  children  in  all  the  local  day 
schools.  Sessions  for  treatment  were  held  in  day  schools  in 
every  part  of  the  district,  also  a number  of  children  received 
treatment  by  their  own  doctor,  under  the  Council’s  scheme. 

Number  of  children  immunised  : — School  children  733 

pre-school  children  149 

Prophylactic  used  - A.P.T. 

No  post-Schick  test's  were  undertaken. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1941. 

The  following  analysis  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified,  and  deaths  therefrom,  under  the  various  age  groups,  will  perhaps  be  of  interest. 
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Cancer. — The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  was  26,  two 
less  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  average  number  of  deaths  for  the  decennial  period  1931- 
1940  was  25-0. 

Localisation  of  the  disease  : — , 

Females  : — Uterus  2 ; Stomach  and  Duodenum  2 ; Colon  4 ; 
Breast  2. 

Maj.es  : — Stomach  and  Duodenum  6 ; Rectum  1 ; Prostate  2 ; 
Colon  3 ; Lung  1 ; Bladder  1 ; Meninges  1 ; Liver  1 . 


Summary  of  Deaths  at  Various  Age  Periods. 


15-20 

30-35 

35-40 

40-45 

45-50 

50-55 

55-60 

60-65 

65-70 

70-75 

Over 

75 

Males  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

2 

4 

Females 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Deaths  During  Past  10  Years. 


X 

1932 

1933 

1934  1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940. 

1941 

Males  ... 

6 

12 

7 1 9 

10 

17 

14 

15 

12 

16 

Females 

10 

8 

15  15 

18 

11 

15 

12 

16 

10 

Total  ... 

16 

20 

22  24 

' 

28 

28 

29 

27 

28 

26 

Death  Rate  for  the  Past  10  Years. 


Year. 

Cancer  Deaths. 

Total  number 
of  Deaths 

Rate 
per  100 

1932 

16 

(all  causes). 

210 

deaths. 

7-6 

1933 

20 

228 

8-8 

1934 

22 

212 

10-4 

1935 

24 

240 

10*0 

1936 

28 

223 

12-5 

1937 

28 

241 

11-6 

1938 

29 

182 

15-9 

1939 

27 

242 

11-2 

1940 

28 

232 

12-1 

1941 

26 

24S 

10-5 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Non- 

Number  of  primary  notifications  Total.  Pulmonary.  Pulmonary 


received  from  medical 
titioners  on  Form  ‘A’ 

prac- 

21 

10 

...  11 

Un-notifed  cases  (obtained 
Death  Returns) 

from 

1 

1 

— 

Total 

22 

11 

...  11 

Localisation  of  the  Disease 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

M. 

7 

F. 

4 

Total. 

11 

Glands  of  Neck  ... 

3 

. . . 

2 

. . . 

5 

Abdomen  

1 

1 

2 

Foot 

1 

1 

Hip  Joint  

— 

1 

1 

Meninges 

1 

... 

1 

... 

2 

Occupation  of  Patients  : — 

Publican  

13 

Pulmonary. 

1 

9 

22 

Non-Pulmonary 

Colliery  Firebeater 

1 

— 

Motor  Van  Driver 

1 

— 

Joiner  

1 

— 

General  Labourer 

— 

2 

Window  Cleaners 

2 

— 

Brickworks  Worker 

— 

1 

Household  duties 

2 

2 

Knitter  (Woollen) 

1 

— 

Weavers 

1 

— 

School  children 

4 

Infants 

2 

Office  Clerk  

1 

— 

11 

11 

18 


The  following  table  shews  the  age  periods  of  new  cases  and 
of  deaths  in  the  area  : — 


New 

Cases. 

Age. 

Non- 

Periods. 

Pulm 

onary. 

Pulmc 

)nary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  1 

1—  5 

5—10  

— 

— 

2 

2 

10—15  

— 

— 

1 

1 

15—20  

— 

2 

— 

— 

20—25  

1 

— 

— 

2 

25—35  

1 

2 

2 

— 

35—45  

4 

— 

— 

— 

45—55  

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65  

1 

— 

1 

— 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

4 

6 

^ 

5 

/ 1 

Dea 

ths. 

Pulmc 

)nary. 

N 

Pulmc 

DU- 

)nary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

3 

' 

1 

J 

Totals 


11 


11 


8 


Table. 

Comparative  Statement  of  Cases  Notified  during  past  10  years. 


i 

^ULMONAR’ 

NON-PULM  ONARY. 

Year. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

1932 

8 

5 

4 

4 

21 

1933 

6 

4 

2 

7 

19 

1934 

9 

13 

4 

4 

30 

1935 

4 

6 

2 

5 

17 

1936 

7 

7 

1 

3 

18 

1937 

4 

8 

2 

3 

17 

1938 

1 

7 

4 

6 

18 

1939 

5 

4 

1 

4 

14 

1940 

5 

5 

5 

2 

17 

1941 

7 

4 

6 

5 

22 

The  notification  of  the  disease  by  medical  practitioners  is 
very  satisfactorily  carried  out,  and  no  case  of  wilful  neglect  or 
refusal  to  notify  has  occurred. 
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There  was  one  un-notified  case  amongst  the  twelve  deaths 
which  occurred. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  evidence  of  excessive  incidence 
of,  or  mortality  from,  tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupation. 

Nine  patients  were  sent  to  various  sanatoria  for  treatment, 
and  1 case  of  pulmonary  tuberculos:s  and  2 non-pulmonary 
were  reported  by  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  to  have  rec- 
overed from  the  disease. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  which  relates  to  persons 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk 
trade  ; or  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating 
to  the  compulsory  removal  to  a hospital  of  persons  suffering 
from  tuberculosis. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


September,  1942. 


H.  J.  ROBINSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


' 


' 


I 


21 


BUNN  LEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Surveyor’s  Report,  1941* 

(ABRIDGED). 

In  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
no  reference  is  made  in  this  summarised  Report  to  activities  in 
connection  with  war-time  industrial,  military,  or  other  de- 
velopments, extensions  of  water  supply,  sewerage,  public  utility 
undertakings,  etc. 

The  full  Report  is,  however,  filed  for  future  reference. 

Water  Supply. 

Full  particulars  of  the  Council’s  waterworks  were  given  in 
the  1938  report. 

The  sums  paid  by  the  Council  for  water  supplied  in  bulk  by 
outside  authorities  were  : — Burnley  Corporation  (Briercliffe) 
£9  ; Nelson  Corporation  (Old  Laund  Booth)  £200,  (Higham)  £80, 
(Barley)  £5  ; Padiham  Urban  District  Council,  (Read)  £60, 
(Altham),  £88.  Total  £442. 

For  the  pumping  of  water  from  Thursden  to  Herd  House 
reservoir  for  the  supply  of  Briercliffe,  £173  was  paid  to  the 
Burnley  Corporation  in  respect  of  35,332  units  of  electricity. 

The  quantities  of  water  purchased  from  adjoining  authorities 
was  : — Burnley  Corporation  (Twist-Briercliffe)  725,000  gallons  ; 
Nelson  Corporation  (Higham)  2,750,000  gallons,  (Old  Laund 
Booth)  4,733,000  gallons,  (Barley)  213,000  gallons  ; Padiham 
Urban  District  Council  (Read)  1,192,000  gallons,  (Altham  East) 
1,746,000  gallons. 

After  making  allowance  for  trade  supplies,*  farms,  etc.,  the 
domestic  consumption  averaged  : — Altham  East  14.6,  Barley  9.1 
Briercliffe  (Thursden  Supply)  22.3,  Cliviger  16.4,  Foulridge  21.7, 
Hapton  23.6,  Higham  14.8,  Old  Laund  Booth  14.9,  Read  (Cobcar 
Nook)  14.9,  (Haugh  Head)  17.9,  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

These  figures  include  water  used  for  flushing  and  that  lost  by 
leakages. 

The  prevention  of  avoidable  waste  received  constant  attention. 
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Mains  at  Sabden,  Hapton,  and  Altham  were  repaired. 

All  the  bulk  meters  were  read  systematically.  No  water  was 
taken  through  the  meter  installed  by  Colne  Corporation  to 
measure  any  water  required  in  Foulridge. 

Bulk  Meters  are  still  required  at  : — Sabden  (2),  Goldshaw 
Booth  (Newchurch)  as  well  as  at  Cliviger  borehole  and  on  the 
Thursden  pumping  main. 

No  actual  shortage  occurred  at  any  of  the  Council’s  waterworks 
during  the  year  but  it  was  deemed  wise  occasionally  to  augment 
the  supply  to  Cobcar  Nook  reservoir  at  Read  by  water  purchased 
from  Padiham. 

The  flow  of  water  from  the  borehole  at  Cliviger  is  gauged 
from  time  to  time  and  continues  to  show  a slight  falling  off. 

The  yield  of  the  spring  at  Thursden  again  proved  quite 
adequate  for  supplying  the  township  of  Briercliffe  and  pumping 
from  the  borehole  at  Herd  House  was  only  resorted  to  occasionally 
to  mamtain  the  plant  in  order.  For  the  past  15  years  it  has 
proved  unnecessary  to  take  water  from  Sweet  Well. 

Statistics  showing  with  regard  to  each  parish  the  number  of 
houses  (1)  On  Public  Main  Supplies  ; (2)  On  Privately  owned 
Piped  Supplies  ; and  (3)  Without  Piped  Supplies  ; were  given  in 
previous  reports  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sewerage. 

Sewerage  schemes  are  required  at  Cliviger,  Briercliffe  (Lane 
Bottom  area),  Dunnockshaw,  Ightenhill,  Goldshaw  Booth 
(Newchurch  and  Spenbrook),  Hapton  (Valley  Gardens), 
Simonstone  (The  Clough  and  Blackburn  Road  areas),  Habergham 
Eaves  (Mosley  Road),  Roughlee,  Barley,  Reedley  Hallows 
(Ainsdale  Avenue  and  Quaker  Bridge),  and  Worsthome  (Hurst- 
wood). 

Sewage  Disposal. 

Considerable  quantities  of  surface  water  continue  to  reach  the 
outfall  works  at  Worsthorne  and  should  be  diverted.  The 
addition  of  a septic  tank  and  three  sludge  drying  beds  would 
greatly  facilitate  the  efficient  working  of  these  purification 
works.  806  Units  of  electricity  were  purchased  from  Burnley 
Corporation  in  1941  for  actuating  the  sludge  pump  at  a cost  of 
£6. 


At  the  above  works  repairs  were  done  to  the  distributors. 
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The  method  of  sludging  at  Sabden  outfall  works  is  very 
antiquated  and  expensive.  A considerable  amount  of  land  and 
river  water  gets  into  the  sewers  and  somewhat  extensive  works 
are  required  to  obviate  this. 

At  FouIHdge  a storm  water  overflow  is  required  and  improve- 
ments in  connection  with  the  treatment  of  sludge  and  storm  water. 

At  Altliam  the  small  outfall  works  at  Hawthorn  Bank  require 
remodelling. 

Ightenhill.  The  abolition  of  the  large  septic  tank  and  filter  bed 
at  Park  Lane  and  the  substitution  of  an  outfall  drain  to  connect  to 
Burnley  Corporation’s  sewer  is  now  overdue. 

Similar  remarks  apply  to  the  Clough  area  of  Simonstone. 

Blacko.  The  measuring  apparatus  recorded  5,323,690  gallons 
flow  to  Barrowford  sewer  (exclusive  of  8 houses  at  Stone  Edge 
View,  Blacko)  during  the  year  ended  March  31st,  1942. 

Old  Laund  Booth.  The  flow  to  Barrowford  outfall  works 
measured  4,282,012  gallons  including  the  sewage  from  8 houses  in 
Barrowford  Urban  District. 

Payments  to  adjoining  authorities  for  taking  sewage  etc. 
from  the  Rural  District  amounted  to  £1,976  and  were  as  follows  : 
Accrington  and  Church  Joint  Outfall  Sewerage  Board  :-(Whinney 
Hill,  Altham)  £105,  Accrington  Corporation  : — (Oak  Bank, 
Altham)  £3,  Church  Urban  District  Council  : — (Payment  for 
enlarged  sewer)  £75,  Barrowford  Urban  District  Council  : — 
(Blacko)  £55  plus  £5  for  8 houses  at  Stone  Edge  View,  (Old 
Laund  Booth)  £44  and  £1  for  2 houses  in  Wheatley  Carr  Booth, 
Padiham  Urban  District  Council  : — (Higham)  £106,  Burnley 
Corporation  : — (Altham  Pit  Head  Baths)  £8,  (Briercliffe  695 
houses)  £573,  (Habergham  Eaves  190  houses)  £157,  (Hapton  467 
houses)  £385,  (Ightenhill  6 houses)  £5,  (Read  249  houses)  £205, 
(Reedley  Hallows  165  houses)  £136,  (Simonstone  137  houses) 
£113. 

Burnley  Rural  District  Council  received  £5  for  taking  sewage 
from  8 houses  in  Pollard  Row,  Barrowford. 

Building. 

The  number  of  plans  submitted  to  the  Council  was  26  of  which 
23  were  passed  and  3 rejected  under  the  byelaws. 

An  undesirable  growth  of  wooden  caravans  and  other  shacks 
which  has  been  occuring  near  to  Roughlee  for  some  years  without 
any  authority,  will  have  to  be  done  away  with  after  the  war — 
if  not  before. 
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Town  and  Regional  Planning. 

North  East  Lancashire  Town  Planning  Committee  : Region  No.  2. 

The  following  summary  of  the  work  done  by  the  Committee 
during  the  year  ended  March  31st,  1942,  has  been  furnished  by 
the  Regional  Planning  Officer,  Mr.  P.  L.  Hughes. 

Planning  work  has  been  progressing  steadily. 

The  Committee  has  been  able  to  assist  in  the  preliminary 
national  planning  now  being  undertaken  under  the  new  Ministry 
set  up  for  the  purpose.  Two  surveys  have  been  carried  out  at 
the  request  of  this  department — one  in  connection  with  an 
enquiry  into  lands  which  should  not  or  cannot  be  built  upon  ; 
the  second  dealt  with  the  movement  of  industry  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  area  during  the  war  and  the  consequent  movement  of 
the  industrial  population.  It  is  expected  that  work  of  this  nature 
is  likely  to  increase  in  view  of  the  important  statements  made  in 
Parliament  on  National  Planning  and  the  shaping  of  Government 
pdicy  for  post  war  reconstruction., The  Minister  of  Building 
Works  and  Planning  stated  that  “ Town  and  Country  Planning  is 
a war  aim — a notable  and  urgent  war  aim — not  a distraction  from 
the  war  effort.” 

The  work  of  making  plans  showing  the  amendments  necessary' 
to  the  Draft  Scheme  has  gone  steadily  on.  Some  20  plans  of 
this  nature  have  been  prepared,  which  together  with  the  Draft 
Scheme  maps  will  in  effect  be  the  Final  Scheme.  This  work  is 
of  great  importance  to  keep  the  Draft  Scheme  proposals  in 
conformity  with  current  development.  It  is  hoped  that  during 
the  next  year  sets  of  amendment  plans  will  be  submitted  to  each 
Constituent  Authority  for  their  careful  consideration.  Naturally 
the  Draft  Scheme  will  be  examined  at  the  same  time  in  the  light 
of  changes  which  may  have  taken  place  since  its  adoption,  thus 
giving  each  Constituent  Authority  an  opportunity  to  discuss  its 
post  war  plans. 

During  the  year  under  review  240  applications  to  develop 
under  the  General  Interim  Development  Order  were  received 
of  which  87  were  granted  permission  to  proceed  unconditionally, 
and  137  conditionally.  Permission  was  refused  in  16  cases.  No 
appeal  has  been  lodged  against  any  decision  made. 

Under  the  Restriction  of  Ribbon  Development  Act,  1935,  19 
applications  were  made,  of  which  17  were  agreed  to  and  2 were 
disapproved. 

In  connection  with  the  General  Interim  Development  Order 
and  the  Restriction  of  Ribbon  Development  Act,  1935,  1 18  reports 
were  made  during  the  year  to  the  Constituent  Authorities. 
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The  installation  of  the  Barcro  Patent  Drawing  Storage 
Eliminator  in  the  Committee’s  offices  has  been  highly  successful, 
and  the  Constituent  Authorities  have  made  good  use  of  the  service. 
Many  valuable  documents  have  been  copied  and  the  risk  of  their 
loss  through  fire  or  enemy  action  has  been  greatly  reduced. 
That  the  machine  is  working  well  can  be  seen  from  the  fact  that 
over  3,500  negatives  have  been  made  and  1,000  prints  taken, 
representing  over  £200  worth  of  work. 

The  value  of  the  Regional  Planning  Office  has  been  proved  on 
numerous  occasions  in  the  help  which  it  has  been  possible  to  give  in 
the  war  effort.  The  accumulated  knowledge  gained  by  having  the 
Regional  Area  under  constant  revision  and  the  excellent  maps 
prepared  during  that  time  have  been  invaluable  to  the  various 
defence  bodies.  No  less  than  131  plans  and  maps  have  been  made 
for  the  assistance  of  such  bodies.  The  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
Region  possessed  by  the  staff  has  also  been  of  great  use. 

Over  200  maps  and  plans  have  been  prepared  for  the  use  of  the 
County  and  Borough  Police  Forces  in  the  area. 

The  Expenditure  of  the  Committee  during  the  year  amounted 
to  £1,874  13s.  6d. 


Bridges  and  Culverts. 

The  stone  footbridge  over  the  boundary  stream  at  Catlow 
Bottoms,  Briercliffe  was  partially  rebuilt,  Nelson  Corporation 
contributing  half  the  cost. 

Several  other  footbridges  and  culverts  were  repaired,  the 
bridges  at  Mill  Hill  Lane,  Hapton,  and  Fenny  Moor,  Briercliffe, 
necessitating  most  work. 

The  only  repairs  etc.  to  road  bridges  were  those  executed  by 
the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

Surface  Water  Sewers. 

Drainage  work  was  carried  out  at  Stump  Hall  Road,  Higham 
and  Ridehalgh  lane,  Briercliffe.  The  number  of  road  gullies 
requiring  emptying  in  the  district  is  now  very  large. 

On  the  Classified  Roads  drainage  work  was  done  by  the 
County  Council. 

Private  Streets. 

A considerable  amount  of  private  street  improvement  work  is 
required  notably  in  Altham,  Briercliffe,  Cliv'ger,  Dunnockshaw, 
Foulridgo,  Habergham  Eaves,  Hapton,  Higham,  Reedley  Hallows, 
Sabden  and  Worsthorne. 
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Highways. 

A short  length  of  Stump  Hall  Road,  H;gham,  where  danger- 
ously narrow  was  widened  during  the  year.  At  Rideha’gh  Lane, 
Briercliffe,  a portion  of  the  roadway  was  widened  and  strength- 
ening work  carried  out.  Some  work  of  reconstruction  and 
strengthening  was  done  at  Buck  Clough  Lane,  Cliviger. 

Work  on  highways,  both  Classified  and  Unclassified,  was 
perforce  curtailed  considerably  owing  to  the  necessity  for  economy, 
the  shortage  of  labour  and  the  unfavourable  weather. 

Early  in  the  year  an  extraordinarily  heavy  snowfall  occurred— 
for  the  second  year  in  succession.  Many  roads  were  blocked  and 
were  freed  only  after  heavy  expenditure  and  labour.  The 
Classified  roads  in  particular  gave  cause  for  anxiety  in  view  of  the 
prevailing  situation  and  it  is  hoped  that  sufficient  snow  ploughs 
will  be  provided  to  faciliate  this  work  in  future  winters. 

Resurfacing.  Resheeting  was  done  by  the  Council’s  men  at 
Crown  Point  Road,  Habergham  Eaves,  a short  portion  of  Stump 
Hall  Road,  Higham  ; Rideha’gh  Lane,  Briercliffe  ; and  Buck 
Clough  Lane,  Cliviger. 

The  County  Council  also  carried  out  a reduced  programme  on 
the  Classified  roads. 

Camber  Reduction  and  Superelevation  work  was  done  at 
Buck  Clough  Lane,  Cliviger  ; Ridehalgh  Lane,  Briercliffe  ; and 
Stump  Hall  Road,  Higham.  The  County  Council  completed  a 
number  of  works  of  this  nature  on  the  Main  Roads. 

Footpath  Works  : — e.g.  kerbing,  channelling,  flagging, asphalt- 
ing, ashing,  etc.  were  done  by  both  the  County  and  the  Rural 
Council’s  men  and  several  footpaths  were  treated  with  cold-laid 
bitumen  emulsion. 

Road  Retaining  Walls  were  built  on  the  following  Unclass- 
ified Roads  : — Lodge  Lane,  Reedley  Hallows  ; Whalley  Road, 
Sabden  ; Stump  Hall  Road,  Higham  ; Roughlee  Road,  Roughlee  ; 
and  Halifax  Road,  Briercliffe. 

Tarspraying.  The  dearth  of  casual  labour,  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  plant  and  materials  and  the  unsuitable  weather  greatly 
retarded  the  progress  of  this  work.  Only  9.8  miles  (about 
91,673  sq,  yards)  of  road  were  sprayed  with  hot  tar  or  bitumen  or 
cold  emulsion  at  the  much  increased  cost  of  6.15  pence  per  super- 
ficial yard.  A good,  deal  more  reliance  will  have  to  be  placed 
on  this  work  next  year  if  the  roads  are  to  be  maintained  in  a 
decent  condition  pending  the  resumption  of  normal  repair  work. 
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The  County  Council’s  programme  of  spraying  on  the  Class- 
ified Roads  was  also  reduced. 

I 

The  Expenditure  of  the  Rural  District  Council  on  public 
highways  during  the  financial  year  1941-42  was  : — 

£ 


Ordinary  Maintenance  ... 

...  5,853 

Snow  Cutting 

...  1,064 

Tarspraying 

...  2,955 

Special  Maintenance 

805 

Public  Footpaths  and  Footbridges 

50 

£10,727 

The  expenditure,  including  tarspraying,  of  the  County 
Council  cn  the  following  Classified  Roads  in  the  Rural  District 
during  the  same  period  was  : — Whalley-Padiham,  £660  ; Burnley- 
Bacup,  £1.001;  Burnley-Todmorden,  £3,020;  Colne-Skipton, 
£300  ; Bumley-Colne,  £260  ; Nelson-Gisburn,  £150  ; Accrington- 
Burnley,  £387  ; Blackburn-Burnley,  £446  ; Burnley-Manrhester, 
£552;  Accrington- Whalley,  £79;  Padiham-Barrowford,  £1.000; 
Brierfield  Road,  £418  ; Foulridge-Barnoldswick,  £195  ; Total 
£8468. 

Increases  in  the  price  of  road  materials  and  in  the  men’s 
wages  had,  of  course,  considerable  effect  on  the  cost  of  works. 

Air  Raid  Precautions  and  Civil  Defence. 

I 

Matters  dealt  with  under  this  heading  were  numerous  but,  ' 
many  being  of  a secret  nature,  cannot  now  be  even  summarised, 
suffice  it  to  say  that  work  under  this  head  imposed  heavy  work 
upon  the  Surveyor’s  staff. 

Numerous  maps  were  prepared  for  the  Air  Raid  Wardens, 
National  Fire  Service,  Police,  Parish  Councils,  Central  Control,  etc. 

Several  surveys  were  made  for  the  salvaging  of  steel,  iron, 
lead,  etc. 

The  house  “ Four  Oaks  ”,  Reedley  Hallows,  was  taken  over 
as  a hostel  for  evacuated  children,  after  bathing  etc.  adaptations 
had  been  made  and  “ The  Whins  ” Sabden,  for  aged  evacuated 
women.  The  Council  also  used  their  powers  to  requisition  other 
houses  and  the  requisite  Schedules  of  Condition  were  prepared  by 
the  Surveyor’s  staff. 

The  department  was  frequently  in  negotiation  with  the 
Ministry  of  Home  Security,  Ministry  of  Works  and  Buildings,  the 
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Home  Office,  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Police  Force,  Military 
and  Home  Guard,  County  Council,  Regional  Commissioners, 
Ministry  of  Transport,  and  many  others. 

Miscellaneous. 

The  conversion  of  “ Oakleigh,”  Reedley  Hallows,  into 
Council  Offices  was  completed  at  th^  end  of  April  and  Lord  Derby 
performed  the  formal  r pening  ceremony  on  May  9th. 

Staff  changes  : Mr.  S.  Dennis  was  appointed  as  temporary 
assistant  in  place  of  Mr.  J.  N.  Forbes,  and  D.  Chadwick  took  the 
pla^e  of  T.  G.  Stuttard,  office  boy—  Messrs.  Forbes  and  Stuttard 
having  joined  H.M.  Forces. 

The  preparation  'of  a schedule  of  all  unnecessary  iron  railings 
and  gates  in  the  rural  district  after  a comprehensive  survey  made 
at  thd  request  of  the  Government  was  completed  in  October. 

Specifications  were  prepared  for  the  repainting  of  the  new 
Council  Offices,  Outbuildings,  and  Entrance  Lodges  after  tenders 
had  been  invited.  R.  Rawlinson  & Sons  of  Burnley  carried  out 
the  work.  A number  of  repaiis  to  the  buildings  were  also  done 
by  other  contractors. 


The  war  was  still  going  on  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  work  in 
connection  therewith  taking  up  a great  deal  of  the  time  of  the 
staff  and  whilst  it  is  hoped  to  find  time  during  the  coming  year, 
if  reduced  staff  will  permit,  for  some  of  the  preliminary  work  in 
connection  with  schemes  of  housing,  sewerage,  water  supply  etc., 
to  be  put  in  hand  after  the  war,  it  is  inevitable  that  Civil  Defence 
duties  must  be  given  precedence  over  all  other  work. 

FRANK  HEWITT,' 

July,  1942.  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 


